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Friday 4 September 

Drinks at 6pm 

Meal at 7pm 

Manawatu 

Golf Club 
Thank you to all 

those who have  

responded to Mike’s 

emails. 

 

Enjoy your evening. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 4 September 

Drinks at 6.30 pm 
Cash bar 

Meal at 7pm 

Western House 
148 Tiro Tiro Road, Levin. 

 

 

Roast Lamb, served with seasonal roast 

vegetable medley, roast potatoes,       

cauliflower and broccoli in a cheese 

sauce, peas, baby carrots and a fresh 

green salad. 

Apple pie, fresh fruit salad, ice cream or 

whipped cream. 

Please advise numbers urgently 
and place payment into the new  

club bank account 03 0667 0029143 00  

with name and dinner for reference. 

Ivan 2102910 landline 

0212106139 mobile 



Hi guys, not much to report this month. We 

had gliders with very little lift and vintage, 

which very well contested. 

Just a couple of moans, call before you go out 

to take off or get your caller to ask, and WAIT 

till you get a reply don’t just go out on the strip. 

Someone is going to get hurt. 

The rain is starting so check the field before 

you drive on, I think the farmer could start 

charging to pull vehicles out . 

I have just come home from the table sale, not 

well supported those that came along thank 

you and those that gave me a hand to clean, 

much appreciated. 

I sold four planes so I am happy, got room in 

my shed now for more planes or maybe boats. 

For those that put 

their names down 

don’t        forget the 

mid year dinner 

4 th  September,       

Manawatu Golf 

Club Centennial 

Drive drinks at 6.30 

dinner at 7.00pm 

Well that’s me see 

you at the field, 

Mike. 
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President’s Report 
Joe Bradbury -  President LMAC 

Well where did that month go?  We haven't 

done much in the way of flying.  Stu ran a NDA 

Vintage day half way through the 

month,  Been a bit windy, so we have drunk a 

lot of coffee and told a story or two. 

The Aeroneers auction night was quiet with not 

much for sale. 

Can everyone put their thinking caps on        

because we can't find our club flight             

simulator.  No one can remember who had it 

so if you know where it is please contact either 

Ivan or myself. 

Don’t forget the Lutz dinner on 4th September 

at Western House in Levin.  Always a good 

night. 

We have a John Selby Vintage meeting      

coming up so dust off those planes. 

Hopefully with daylight saving starting soon we 

will get some better weather and a bit more 

flying time. 

Cheers Joe 

President’s Report 
Mike Randell -  President PNA 

27 September 2020 



PNA Club Captain’s  

Report 
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Tama Randell -  Club Captain PNA 

Bring on the summer weather! It seems the 

days that have the sun out are a bit warmer 

than they used to be which is a good thing. 

  

The glider, vintage and radian competitions 

are still well attended. If you haven’t tried any 

of these competitions then come on out and 

have a look. They are far from serious and a 

good way to get into some disciplined flying. 

The calendar for the months has been and will 

be for the foreseeable future as below: 

  

1st Sunday – Glider 

2nd Sunday – Vintage 

3rd Sunday - Radian 

  

I had a couple of test flights of dads new       

Buzzard Bombshell (as per the picture) to       

possibly start using in the vintage competitions. 

It certainly flies differently to the Zephyr that I 

am used to – will need a bit more practice with 

it I think. 

  

The table sale was nowhere near as big as last 

year, could be due to the fact that there were 

no estate sales – which is a good thing  Dad 

managed to sell all 4 planes that he took along 

so more room in the shed for boats LOL. I came 

away with nothing this year as did most others. 

It seemed that the Levin/Ashhurst fliers           

outnumbered the Aeroneers. Hopefully if we 

run it again next year we will have a few more 

tables full of bits and pieces people are selling. 

  

We have the mid winter dinner coming up on 

the 4th Sept, see you there if you are going. 

  

As I have mentioned in the vintage report,     

remember to call your 

take offs and landings. I 

know I mention this 

each month but it really 

isn’t that hard. We do 

not want to have an     

incident at the field – far 

too much paperwork! 

  

See you at the field. 

CC 



Linda Lambess,  115 Tiro Tiro Road, Levin 5510 
   lindalambess@gmail.com,  

landline: 06 2102910. mobile:  021 2106139 

From The 

Editors Desk 
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Spring is officially here and the fields of           

daffodils certainly brighten the days.  It has 

been a dark few weeks for our family with the 

peaceful but sudden death of my brother,    

Steve. known to many of you as the front man 

at  Steve’s Wholefoods. 

We take this opportunity to thank you for your 

thoughts and condolences over the last two 

weeks, there is comfort in knowing that people 

care.  I know of other club members going 

through tough times at present and our 

thoughts are with you. 

This edition of Servo Chatter is a collection of 

contributed photos and information and I am 

sure, members from both clubs appreciate 

your contributions.  I am getting a lot of feed-

back regarding the combined publication. At 

the recent sales table event, I did mention to 

one of the senior members of the Aeroneers 

that I was a little short of copy this month. He 

suggested I add a few recipes and even a 

knitting pattern or two, but I haven’t had to 

resort to that, as yet!   

I usually start putting stuff on pages the first 

week of the month hence copy can come    

anytime.   

I have had this note sitting on my desk since 2 

August—Ivan came home from flying early 

having a good laugh about the fliers at the 

field that day.  He and three others had          

forgotten to take their batteries and the fifth 

would be pilot hadn’t charged his.  Is this a 

sign of the age of modellers? 

Both clubs enjoy their annual dinners on Friday 

night —  strange they should pick the same 

night.   

A reminder to Levin club members—please 

read your emails from the Levin Model Aero-

plane or noreply.sporty.co.nz.  The ones from 

sporty.co are an update from the website and 

a quick way to communicate with all              

interested parties as to what is going on IN 

YOUR CLUB.  I guess the same applies to the 

Aeroneers as Mike sends out regular emails.  

The executive, of both clubs, take the time to 

send these out—not because they have time 

on their hands and nothing to do — it is         

because they want to help club members be 

informed. 

In this edition we have started a Welcome To A  

Members Shed.  This month it focuses on Peter 

Vining from the PNA.  Kevin is looking after     

these for the Aeroneers and Ivan will seek out 

people from Levin.  However, if you would like 

to be included—let me know (click here) or 

send some information with a photo or two of 

your workshop, a photo of you and perhaps 

some models. 

That is about it from me—lets hope the     

weather is warm and the fields dry. 

Happy Landings, Linda 

mailto:lindalambess@gmail.com?subject=Members%20Shed
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Well Sunday the 9th August didn’t dawn very 

nice in town but the field was semi OK. A little 

bit more than just a slight breeze but that did-

n’t stop the standard 7 fliers from competing 

(albeit missing Phil which would have made 8). 

I managed to take out the day even fighting 

the breeze which managed to catch out most 

people. Only IT Bruce and myself managed to 

score landing points on all three flights. Ladder-

man managed to find the fence at one point 

but the plane was OK. This is only the 

third vintage comp for the year thanks to a 

combination of Covid and bad weather. 

Hopefully from here on out we should have a 

better run 

  
A few words on safety, 20 points will now be 

deducted for fliers who just wander out onto 

the runway without checking first. This will      

apply to both the caller and the flier. Some of 

us are over the fact that we have to watch out 

for people when trying to land on the spot. Af-

ter you have taken off, head back to the pilots 

box, don’t piss around on the runway – or bet-

ter still have your caller take out your plane for 

you! 

  

 

 

 

 

Points for Sunday  

in placing order  

 

Flier Rnd 3 

Tama 590 

IT Bruce 569 

Peter 546 

Ladderman 527 

Flemming 524 

Mike 517 

Greg 489 

Flier 
Round 
1 

Round 
2 

Round 
3 Total 

Tama 590 597 590 1777 

IT Bruce 558 586 569 1713 

Mike 567 544 517 1628 

Greg 483 561 489 1533 

Flemming 499 485 524 1508 

Ladderman 490 484 527 1501 

Peter 545 174 546 1265 

Brad 544 550 DNF 1094 

Phil 480 549 DNF 1029 

If the weather plays along then we have 

three more rounds to fly. If currently dropping 

the worst round for the year then the placings 

change a little bit. The top three remain     un-

changed but the lower tier gets a bit more 

interesting with all 7 fliers within less than 100 

points of each other. 

  

See you all again on the 13th September if 

the weather is on our side (I’m trying to talk 

the boss into making us some scones ) 

  

Cheers 

Tama 

Total points for 2020 as below  

 

Next  

Palmerston North Aeroneers Vintage Competitions  

13 September. 
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The John Selby memorial event is the third of 

the Levin club’s three annual vintage events 

this year and will be held over the weekend of 

26/27 September at the Levin field. 

It would be great to see a group of Palmerston 

North Aeroneers join vintage flyers from Levin 

and other local clubs for some low key vintage 

flying.  As mentioned in last month’s Servo 

Chatter, these vintage events are about as 

competitive as playing beach cricket with your 

grand-kids!  It’s all about having some fun with 

like minded aeromodellers. 

The format is that you can fly any vintage class 

that you want and can fly on either the Satur-

day or the Sunday or both if you feel so in-

clined as some do.  Some bring vintage mod-

els to sport fly while most have a go at some of 

the simpler vintage classes such as Precision or 

Duration.  We are also having some free flight 

at this event with the inclusion of a Mini event 

and Vintage Catty. 

“Vintage” flying covers a wide range of mod-

elling periods with Vintage events being for 

models published up to 31 December 1950 

along with Classical events for models pub-

lished from 1 January 1951 through to 31 De-

cember 1975.  So chances are many Levin and 

PNA members already have a model or two in 

their stable that fit either Vintage or Classical 

event classes.  Bring them along and if you are 

unfamiliar with the classes, no worries, we will 

help you on the day. 

While we normally stop for a barbecue lunch 

at these events, given that we are likely to still 

be in Level 2 at the time of the event, we will 

not be able to BBQ on this occasion.  All we 

ask is that you follow the appropriate Covid-19 

protocols that apply at the time including so-

cial distancing and filling in the register in the 

clubhouse.  If the Covid situation changes      

significantly between the time of writing and 

the event itself, we will send out an update to 

those on the email list for these events.  If you 

are interested in being added to an email list 

for this and future Levin vintage events, let me 

know on Flierstew@gmail.com. 

Details of the event are: 

John Selby Memorial Vintage Event 

Levin MAC, Tararua Road 

26 and 27 September 2020 (fly either or both 

days), Starts 9.30am 

Fly any Vintage or Classical Class or Sport Fly  

No entry fees 

Joint Organisers – Bryan Treloar (0204 147 6917), 

Stew Cox (027 548 1894) 

If unsure about the forecast weather for Levin 

feel free to ring Stew.  To view conditions on 

the day, check out Levin MAC’s weather sta-

tion and web cam . 

 

BBQ 
both days 

10 am—2pm 

 

Sausages $2 
Bread, onion, sauce 

Burgers $5 
Bun, pattie, onion, 

sauce 

https://holfuy.com/en/camera/1073
https://holfuy.com/en/camera/1073
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Peter Vining can often be found working 

away in his shed and always has some sort 

of aircraft on his building table, either a new 

one being built or an old one being restored 

or repaired. 

 

He is of the "old school" and has a wealth of 

knowledge that he willingly shares with new 

and old members alike.  

 

Peter first joined the Aeroneers Model Flying 

Club in 1961 as a 12 year old boy. In those 

days he rode his push bike with his free flight 

Mills 75 that he had built balanced on the 

handle bars.  At the time the club was based 

Milson Airport. 

 

Over 59 years and many model planes later 

he is still a very active member of our club 

taking part in the various competitions flying 

many different types of aircraft that he has 

built. 

 

Peter served 6 years on the committee       

followed by 18 years as club President. He 

has for many many years mowed the  flying 

field weekly and taken care of general 

maintenance of the club house. 

 

2018 saw him honoured as a Life Member in 

recognition of his service to our club. 

This month sees the start of a regular feature "MEMBERS SHED" 

Vernon Cardinal 1950's 

English freeflight. Mills 75 

Ballanca Cruise Master 

1/4 scale 1950's. DLE 30 

Wingspan 110" 
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 MEMBERS SHED 
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Mike and Greg eye up a hull at the Aeroneers 

sales table evening 

Richie has a couple 

of projects on the 

go. 

Rod’s beautiful steam boat, Kowhai Park 

several years ago. 
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Odds & Ends 

 

Reminder! 
 

The PNA Club's Vista is always ready and availa-
ble for use by anyone who wants to participate in 

the competition.   
The Vista can be used by several  

members on any one day and also  
by any member whose own Glider is not flyable 

for a second or third flight.  
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By Stew Cox 

 

For those not familiar with NDC, MFNZ runs     

National Decentralised Competitions each 

month throughout the year to encourage fliers 

to dig out models for a given class and fly 

them together at their club field for a bit of fun.  

Nothing too serious – more of an excuse to get 

out and fly like models with others locally.  The 

events can be flown any weekend during the 

month they are programmed.  The NDC       

Calendar is on the MFNZ website here https://

modelflyingnz.org/calendar.html and scores 

are quick and easy to submit online here 

http://modelflyingnz.org/machform/view.php?

id=30025. If you want further details, just click 

on the NDC link at the foot of the MFNZ       

website home page. 

Sunday 16 August looked like it was going to 

be another lovely day for flying at Levin so     

Bryan Treloar and I used NDC as an excuse to 

get together and fly RC Vintage        

Precision at Levin. 

Vintage Precision is a very simple and 

fun event that any vintage model (pre-

1951) can fly in.  All that is required is 

that you climb for up to 60 seconds 

and land on the spot as near to 3 

minutes as you can. The skill in the 

event is landing within 15 metres of the 

spot at three minutes give or take the 

age bonus for the model.  The age bo-

nus gives some latitude with a landing 

window so there is no need for 

Kamakazi type landings.  There are 

three flights.  

Bryan flew his 1936 Red Zephyr and flew 

well, making the time on all three flights 

and the spot on two of them.  Bryan also sport 

flew his 1938 Lanzo Airborne powered by a 

McCoy 60 sparky.  I flew my 1942 Brooklyn 

Dodger which tends to dutch roll when any 

real power is applied due to its small fin and 

considerable dihedral.  As a result, I refer to this 

model as my Dodgy Dodger although it looks 

great and glides well……  Despite fighting the 

dutch roll, I managed a perfect score and also 

put in a fly-off flight.  

Scores: 

Bryan Treloar  589 

Stew Cox 796  

A lot of low key fun and a good excuse to get 

together with a mate who is interested in flying 

vintage models. 

Bryan and I will be flying other NDC Vintage 

events at Levin throughout the rest of the year 

– feel free to join us.  

Bryan Treloar’s 

1938 Lanzo Air

borne about to 

head for the 

sky . 

 Stew Cox with 

his 1942 Brooklyn 

Dodger by 

Sal Taibi  

https://modelflyingnz.org/calendar.html
https://modelflyingnz.org/calendar.html
http://modelflyingnz.org/machform/view.php?id=30025
http://modelflyingnz.org/machform/view.php?id=30025
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From Facebook 
The only plane ever shot down over 

New Zealand 

 
Kittyhawk NZ3142, flown by Squadron Leader 

RM McKay, from the Fighter Gunnery School, 

after belly landing at RNZAF Station Gisborne. 

20th June, 1944. 

Fighter Gunnery School RNZAF - NZ3142 was 

the victim of a "friendly fire" incident during 

training. 

The Warhawk took off to carry out a cine-gun 

exercise with another P-40N, NZ3147.  

During the exercise 4 rounds were accidentally 

fired by NZ3147 and struck NZ3142, damaging 

the hydraulic system and causing the under-

carriage to only partly extend. 

NZ3142 was landed safely on the grass at      

Gisborne aerodrome. Squadron Leader McKay 

was unhurt. 

The subsequent inquiry found that the        

weapons of both aircraft had been loaded   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with live rounds owing to a misunderstanding 

on the part of the armourers, and the pilot of 

NZ3147 had failed to select the gun solenoid 

"Off" as required for safety in such an exercise. 

The Court of Inquiry report stated that the pilot 

clearly understood the operation of all the 

switches on the P-40N, but followed the proce-

dure adopted when doing similar exercises in 

the P-40E model, which he had recently been 

flying. It was necessary on the N model to have 

the gun solenoid circuit breaker in the "on" po-

sition to operate the cine-camera gun.  

A bullet hole can be seen above the roundel.  

NZ3142 only revived minor damage and was 

repaired and returned to service.  

RNZAF official photo 

Colourised by Dan Rarity  

Info sources - https://aviation-safety.net/

wikibase/80490 https://rnzaf.proboards.com/

thread/12150/rnzaf-40-friendly-fire-incident  



A4 sheet — $10.00 
6 — large 7.5 cm decals, 5 — medium 5 cm decals 

23 — small 2.5 cm decals 

A6 sheet — $5.00 
2 — large 6 cm decals, 3 — medium 4 cm decals 

5 — small 2.5 cm decals 

Order from Flemming Ravn,  ravnf@outlook.com 
Collect at flying field. 

 

For Sale 

Wanted to buy 

Info wanted 

Water slide transfer 

Simple to apply, 

Long lasting 

Please contact Peter Vining if you are 

interested in purchasing any of these 

items. 

Phone 06 3572880 

027 443 2378 



 

Flying  
experiences 

Photos Builds Hints 

Add your piece to the 
puzzle   

editor@aeroneers.com 
A W T D N E 

Hoping the 

forecast is  

looking  

brighter 

Under the  

weather 

  

Think about it guys, would you 
stand in the middle of a road, with 
your back turned to a projectile. If 

you were in charge of that projectile, 
what would you really like to say to 

the person standing in the way! 
Lets have some common sense! 

Radian Day at Colyton— 

all eyes skyward! 

mailto:editor@aeroneers.com?subject=editors%20column


 
To all club members who are                

celebrating any milestone, wedding  
anniversary, graduation, end of a long 

model build, anything 
to be proud of          

congratulations. 
 

To all club members:  
Keep warm, be happy  

Mark your  

calendar 

September 2020 
 

Levin - Flying every day. 

Levin - Flying circus—every Wednesday. 

Aeroneers - Coffee morning, M10, every Wednesday. 

4 September - Aeroneers dinner—Manawatu Golf Club—see 

page 1. 

4 September - Levin dinner—Western House—see page 1. 

6 September - Fathers Day. 

6 September - Aeroneers 2 metre glider competitions. 

13 September - Aeroneers Tomboy and Vintage competitions—

see page 5. 

20 September - Aeroneers Radian competitions. 

26 September - John Selby Memorial Vintage Fly-in—see page 

6. 

27 September - John Selby Memorial Vintage Fly-in—see page 

6. 

27 September - Daylight Saving starts. 

29 September - Deadline for October Servo Chatter. 

Check out the websites for  

updates on events,  

field conditions etc, 

 

Aeroneers website 

 

Levin website     Levin camera 

Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

September 2020 

 



President: Mike Randell,  

president@aeroneers.com 
 

Treasurer: Greg Findon,  

Phone  06 3561571. treasurer@aeroneers.com 
 

Secretary: Bruce Withell.  

Phone 358 3202. secretary@aeroneers.com 
 

Club Captain: Tama Randell,  

Phone 027 2920363. Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Phil Pearpoint  - Phone 06 323 9093 

Len Ruby  -  

Maurice Job 
 

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates: 
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 2102910, 021 2106139 

editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell, Phone 027 2920363 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care is 
taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible for the content of advertisements or any material contained  there-

in. The editor reserves the right of publication.  Bird graphic page 3, <a href='https://pngtree.com/so/slr-camera'>slr-camera png from pngtree.com</a> 

THE COMMITTEE 

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

Club Flying Site: End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com 

Club Facebook: Palmerston North Aeroneers 

Please pay any committee member or online to Westpac 
Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston North Aeroneers.   
Don’t forget to include your name in the details box. 
 
Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise Greg of 
your payment. 
 
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the NZMAA prior 
to March 25 to ensure all club members are covered by the 
MFNZ public liability insurance. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Palmerston North Aeroneers 

 Club information 

President: Joe Bradbury, Phone 063645239, 

0274434948 
 

Secretary—Treasurer: Ivan Huntley  

Phone  06 2102910, 0212106138 
 

Safety Officer: George Bricknell. 
 

Please pay any committee member or online to 03 0667 0029143 000.   Don’t forget to include your name 

in the details box.  Please email levinmodelclub@gmail.com to advise Ivan of your payment. 

Club Email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com 

Club Flying Site: Lutz Road, off Tararua Rd, RD1, Levin  

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com 

Due March 2021 MFNZ LMAC 

Family $100 $30.00 

Senior $95 30.00 

Junior $25 30.00 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS THE COMMITTEE 

Levin Model Aeroplane Club 

Club information 

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers/
https://www.aeroneers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers/
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
mailto:levinmodelclub@gmail.com?subject=Subs%20paid
mailto:levinmodelclub@gmail.com
https://www.aeroneers.com/

